Bonneville Canyon Retreat
Admissions Help Line               1-866-800-9517

NEW ADMISSION INFORMATION PACKET

Dear Parent, Guardian or Student,

Welcome to Bonneville Canyon and thank you for your interest. I have constructed this packet to answer some frequently asked questions. Please keep in mind no question is too simple, feel comfortable to call me any time. If I can not answer your question immediately, I will be sure to get back with you quickly.  I understand this can be an overwhelming decision, and I can address any Pre-admission concerns you may have.  I am confident that Bonneville Canyon can improve your situation. We have been helping young adults for over seven years, and have had great success with over 300 students of many backgrounds, histories and situations. Much of the credit for their success is due to our years of experience and the excellent staff we have on board.  The positive relationships that are built here during their stay are something that will remain with them always.
We are fully licensed as required by the state of Maine. Our facility is located in the beautiful mid-coastal area of Central Maine. The students live in a Victorian farm house privately located with views of the ocean.  We also have 90 acres of remote wilderness that we currently use for therapeutic trips and recreational purposes. The students are also involved in our expansion project to build tent platforms and a cabin on the property. We have many plans and are very excited to have the opportunity to incorporate this project with the students.

This packet is meant to offer some basic material for your reference. Be sure to review our website as well, www.bonnevillecanyon.com , since we update our information often. Parent referrals and student references are also available to you once a student has been approved for admissions. If you would like to apply for admission, the first step is to complete the Pre-screen form. There is no deposit or obligation required, and I can usually have an answer with in 24 hours.  I am available to walk you through this process any time.   If you have any questions, any of us here will be able to help you.
Sincerely,

Michelle Tibbetts

Bonneville Canyon Admission Office

Bonneville Canyon Retreat offers young men ages 18 to 24 the opportunity to learn a variety of life skills.  Our supervised and highly structured environment gives students the support needed to achieve their individualized goal plan.  Our program will help them change their destructive behavior patterns and raise self-esteem, in addition to gaining motivational skills, communicational skills, and job training.  If a High school Diploma or GED is needed, he can achieve this through an outside accredited school. College courses are also available for those who qualify through our local College Outreach programs. Personal and Group counseling as well as Substance Recovery Programs are conducted on site. Individual Therapy and Drug Rehabilitation Counseling can also be provided by licensed Therapists.

Bonneville Canyon Retreat originated in 1998 in the state of Wyoming. In 2001, the program opened a new location in Maine. The initial plans were to keep both locations in operation. However, our Director was not satisfied with the level of interaction he could maintain between the two locations. So ultimately, the Wyoming location was closed.

The CEO, and Program Director John Tibbetts, had accomplished over 10 years experience working for other programs before developing and running Bonneville Canyon Retreat.  Bonneville Canyon Retreat started out working jointly with a program out of Utah. We were subcontracted to receive students on an overflow basis. However, John had many plans for a unique and improved program. After proper planning and development, John initiated the independence of the program.   The need for a program specifically designed for males over the age of 18 years old was necessary. After gaining his new perspective, John’s goal was to offer these young men a structured and positive environment. He wanted the students to have the opportunity to gain the tools necessary to live a successful life independently.  A milieu was developed supporting a structured routine balancing Work, Life-skills Training, Behavior Modification, Counseling and Outdoor Activity.  In addition to the previously mentioned, Drug and Alcohol Recovery Workshops were added.  A Consequence Continuum is used to address and tune the student’s accountability and responsibility during all interactions. The program’s staff has a combined experience of over 25 years in the field.  All our staff is professional and highly trained in our policies and procedures. We carefully select our staff and also perform full background checks prior to any interaction with our students. All Doctors and therapists we use are fully licensed and insured.

Outdoor recreation is a major part of our program.  Rock climbing, skiing, fishing, hiking, backpacking and canoeing are some of the great activities we offer our students.   This allows students time to reflect on themselves, and the actions that have brought them to this point. We hope to interest the boys in one or more of these activities.  In doing so, we hope to replace some of their less productive activities with ones that are more healthy and wholesome.  All of these activities are designed to increase the students’ self-esteem, decision making and problem solving skills. Traits many of our students are lacking, which we feel is necessary to become productive and self sufficient.
The students are housed in a community setting. Everyone shares the responsibility of maintaining a proper household. Chores, meal preparation, laundry and clean up duties are managed on a rotation schedule organized by the House-leader.   Work-leaders are responsible for overseeing daily work projects and learn valuable management skills and responsibility.  Since we have an open enrollment process, we are continually accepting and graduating students at different times.  This allows the community to have a well rounded group. The new students arrive into an already developed positive peer system. This allows the students to experience a range of support and leadership levels.
Our overall respect for each student and the positive atmosphere that is created is the corner stone of our program.  We understand each student is unique in his own way. Our goal is to allow each student to remain as an individual while working as a member of the community.  We expect all of our students who graduate will have a greater sense of accountability, responsibility and maturity level. As well as, a higher respect of themselves and others. The most important goal is that each student will have gained and developed the skills necessary to live a successful life, independently as a good citizen.  The student’s goal and Bonneville Canyon’s goal are one and the same.  Our strict commitment to the focus of each student’s goal ensures our success in making positive changes in every student’s life.

If you would like to learn more about our program, please contact our office and someone will be able to assist you. You can call 1-866-800-9517 or send an email to: admissions@bonnevillecanyon.com .

SUGGESTED CLOTHING LIST

· 5 long sleeve work shirts

· 8 t-shirts

· 3 pairs of shorts

· 8 pairs of underwear

· 2 sets of sweatpants

· 3 sweat shirts

· Fleece jacket

· 3 pairs of thermal underwear

· 8 pairs of socks  ( be sure to include wool)

· Hat

· Wind breaker jacket

· Work gloves

· Waterproof work boots

· Hiking boots

· Casual/comfortable shoes

· Sleeping bag valued at 10 degrees or below

· Back pack

· Mess kit

· Water bottle

· Sunglasses

· 3 each towel/washcloths

· Personal amenities
· Ski gear ( Winter only)
· Tent

· Fishing rod ( Spin or Fly)

· Water Bottle

You may elect the option of purchasing an Outfitting package for the student. The cost is $500.00 and due upon enrollment. This will provide the student with the equipment needed for the activities, and the student will be able to take these items when they graduate.
Please limit belongings to the above list.  Jewelry, CD’s and other personal items of value can be taken at your own risk.  We will not be responsible for personal items due to the risk of trade, damage, or loss. Please care for and retain all personal belongings. We are not responsible for any items left behind.
MAIL

You may start writing letters right away.  Please use the following address for all mailing.  All mail is opened and checked in the presence of the student.  If there are certain people you do not wish to receive/send mail to, please give us a list in writing, as soon as possible.  Care packages are always appreciated and allowed.  Sending equipment and gear should be discussed with the Director prior to mailing. If other services are needed, please contact us for more information.

Bonneville Canyon Retreat
P.O. Box 189
Searsmont, Maine 04973
Attn: Student’s Name
PHONE CALLS

You are welcome to call and discuss the student’s progress with your assigned counselor on a weekly basis.  You can schedule a time that is convenient for all involved.  After 90 days has passed, you will be allowed to have a supervised call with your son, at another scheduled time.  The student will not be allowed to call anyone else, unless specified to the counselor.  Please make note that all calls will be the responsibility of the financial sponsor, and will be billed accordingly.

MEDICATIONS

If the student takes any medication, please send a 90 day supply upon arrival.  They will need to start seeing a Doctor here, to maintain their proper dosage levels. Sometimes it may take 30 to 60 days to get an appointment. So be sure to have a proper supply of the medication upon their arrival.  If refills are needed, we will notify you in advance. Before mailing any medications, please call to inform us. If the student has any special dietary needs or allergies be sure to call attention to the matters with importance.
